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The Northminster News shares information about programs and activities of interest as well as
news and milestone events in the lives of our church and larger community.

Interfaith Prayer Procession in Detroit August 6
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On August 6, 2018 at 8:00
a.m., members of faith
groups from throughout the
Detroit metropolitan area
will participate in a Prayer
Procession. The purpose
of this procession is to
provide an opportunity to
pray that our federal
government end certain
practices that many in our
communities find contrary
to the teachings of our faith
traditions. Specifically, we
are asking God to inspire
our leaders to:
1. Stop sending children to
appear before Immigration Judges without
adults
or
legal
representation; and
2. End the practice of
incarcerating
asylum
seekers and others in

federal
immigration
detention
who
are
neither dangers to the
community or threats to
national security.

representative from each
faith tradition will be invited
to offer a prayer on behalf of
local
immigrants
and
refugees.

Participants will gather at
Fort Street Presbyterian
Church (corner of 3rd and
Fort Streets in downtown
Detroit). At approximately
8:10 a.m., the procession
will begin walking west on
3rd St. At Michigan Ave.
We will turn right and walk
an additional block to the
McNamara
Federal
Building at 477 Michigan
Ave., Detroit, MI 48226.
During the procession,
participants will be praying,
singing
and
chanting
prayers and songs from
their various traditions. At
the Federal Building, a

Members
of
Catholic,
Protestant, Muslim, Jewish,
Hindu and Sikh faith
communities and related
organizations are expected
to attend.
Participants
in
the
Procession will also be
invited to sign a statement,
which will be shared with
local
political
leaders,
jurists, Detroit’s Immigration
Judges, and local representatives of the Department of
Homeland Security and the
Department of Justice. To
read the statement, click
HERE.
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Pastor’s Message
Greetings!
During August, I want to invite each of you take a look into the “good book” with me. Yes, I’m asking
you to open your Bible and join me reading through the Gospel of John, chapter 6. This chapter
provides the lectionary’s Gospel readings for five consecutive Sundays (July 29 through August 26).
These passages provide a healthy discussion about bread, food, satisfaction, and life.
So grab your trusty Bible and dive in. Here is the breakdown of John’s 6th chapter for each Sunday:
July 29

John 6:1-21

Jesus feeds 5000 people with five loaves of bread
and 2 small fish

August 5

John 6:24-35

Jesus teaches about bread from heaven which is
food for eternal life

August 12

John 6:41-51

Jesus declares he is the Bread come down from
heaven

August 19

John 6:51-58

Jesus says he is the food for eternal life

August 26

John 6:56-69

Only Jesus has the words of eternal life

I recommend reading the entire chapter and then reading each section week by week as preparation for
worship. I will be dealing with these passages as sermon material each Sunday.*
Here’s my suggestion for weekly reading:
Monday

read the passage

Tuesday

read the passage noting anything of interest or concern to you

Wednesday

read the passage imaging you are part of the crowd seeking Jesus

Thursday

read the passage seeking its deeper meaning (what’s beneath the
surface)

Friday

read the passage looking for its meaning in your life

Saturday

read the passage enjoying God’s Word in your life

I look forward to hearing from each of you about this month long experience of delving into the Gospel
of John, chapter 6.
Your Pastor,

*I’m on vacation on August 12, but will be including this part of John chapter 6 on August 19.
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What's Happening with
Children at the Border

On Saturday, August 11 at 10:00 a.m., Kirk in the
Hills, (1340 West Long Lake Rd,, Bloomfield Hills)
is hosting a discussion on how the crisis with
children on the border reaches us here in SE
Michigan. Leadership provided from representatives of Bethany Christian Services and the
Mexican Consulate in Detroit who will share
what has happened, how they are responding, and
how faith communities can become involved in this
critical issue.
The event will be in St Andrew’s Room. For more
information, contact Pastor Fernando Rodriguez,
revfrq@kirkinthehills.org.

Keeping Northminster Grounds Beautiful
We have many beautiful
outdoor
spaces
at
Northminster, which provide
places of respite and quiet
spirituality. One, of course, is
the Interfaith Labyrinth. As
mentioned a couple of issues
back in the Northminster News,
it
has
needed
ongoing
maintenance since its grand
opening in spring of 2008. What
many don’t realize, is that at the
time we began exploring
creating
this
space
at
Northminster, both Session and
the
Labyrinth
Planning
Committee
assured
the
Building
and
Grounds
Committee that it would never
be their sole – or even primary
– responsibility to keep it up, as
they felt they had enough on
their plates with the rest of the
outdoor spaces at church (not
to mention everything inside).
The first 10 years, mostly it was
Charlotte and Ruth who
organized
work
days,
volunteers to water, weed or
trim, and there were several
“garden elves” who volunteered
countless hours without even

being asked. Dave Cizmas,
Doug and Curt from Building
and Grounds offered lots of
help, but were never expected
to take it on alone.
By the same token, we all are
grateful for the beautiful
Outdoor Sanctuary provided
with
the
Gazebo
and
surrounding space, as well as
the lovely Memorial Garden in
the courtyard. Again, a few
steadfast volunteers have
maintained these spaces well
beyond anything done on our
church outdoor workdays.

However, some of those
volunteers who worked hours
each week every spring to fall,
need help! There is a sign-up
sheet in the hall that Ruth put up
for Labyrinth work, but if you are
someone who loves gardening
and would like to offer regular
assistance in maintaining any of
our outdoor areas, please speak
to Neeta. Perhaps we could
create an ad-hoc gardeners
group – no meetings required! –
which could commit to this
project of keeping Northminster
property a beautiful place of
which we can be proud.
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Book Group
After a four month hiatus, the Book Group will again be meeting in September. Something new
is that we will be meeting in the afternoon instead of in the evening, as we have done for many
years. Our first meeting will be Thursday, September 13, at 1:00pm. Also new is that in April
we chose books for just the first 5 months. At that point we want to evaluate how the new time
is working. Attached is the list of books, authors, and the lead person for each meeting.
Pachinko, our September book, written by Mon Jin Lee, tells a story of Sunja, a young Korean
woman who becomes pregnant with a married man. To escape the shame, she and the man
who marries her move to Japan. There they are outsiders, living in an ethnic-Korean community.
The writer explores the fear of being found out as Korean and the family's subsequent rejection.
Everyone is welcome to read the book and join us on Sept. 13.

READING LIST 2018-2019
DATE

TITLE

AUTHOR

CHOSEN BY

Sept 13

Pachinko

Min Jin Lee

Sue Fish

Oct 11

Exit West

Mohsin Hamid

Jennifer Browne

Nov 8

The Cellist of Sarajevo

Steven Galloway

Chris Riddering

Dec 13

An American Marriage

Tayari Jones

Julie Sigler

Meg Wolitzer

Bea Smits

Jan 10: The Female Persuasion

Happy Birthday!
Abbie Holden
Eleni Kondak
Jan Pope
Jenny Castro (Cizmas)
Brad Bell
Michael Erickson
Abigail Bono
Joe Kennedy
Tyson Bono
Joyce Hull
Ann Cole
Jim Hoogstra

07/02
07/04
07/10
07/10
07/15
07/20
07/21
07/21
07/21
07/26
07/28
07/31
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Troy-Area Interfaith Group
Join some TIG members on
August 1, when we will help
with the Morse Elementary
Summer
Nights
food
distribution program.
We will unload, sort and pack
food (donated by area stores)
for families in the Morse school
area
who
face
hunger
insecurity, from 4:00-8:00 pm.
Please contact Ruth Turner if
you are interested in helping –
it would be a great chance for
some of our children and youth
to help people their own age,
along with those children’s
families, so volunteers of all
ages are welcome!

The first TIG fall program will be
on Thursday, September 11 from
11 am – 12:30 pm at Jaycee Park
(1755 E. Long Lake, Troy) for a
Rosh Hashanah New Year
Celebration
hosted
by
Congregation Shir Tikvah. Learn
about the holiday traditions of this
Tashlich observance of the
Jewish faith. Bring a folding chair
or blanket and you are welcome to
bring a healthy side dish to share
in
the
community
potluck
luncheon. Just please bring
dishes that do not mix dairy and
meat (no pork) in one dish.

Cereal for Summer!
Northminster members and friends
donated 100 boxes of cereal to
help families facing food insecurity
this summer. One-half was delivered
to Detroit Presbytery for the hunger ministries’ food
pantries. The other half was delivered to the Summer
Nights program at Morse Elementary (mentioned
above in the TIG article) for Troy families who could use
a little extra help. Jennifer and Caroline Kondak made
the delivery and stayed to help at the food distribution
night. Jenn said it was a heart-warming experience and
a very amazing program. Hopefully, some others can
join Ruth Turner and the Cooks on August 1.

Church, Society & Mission

[ Church, Society & Mission, continued on next page ]
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South Oakland
Shelter Dates
A reminder to mark your
calendars for the South Oakland
Shelter program this year,
October 14-21 (a week earlier
than in past years) at
Congregational
Church
of
Birmingham.
Ruth Turner will continue to
serve as a general Coordinator,
but would be extremely grateful
and relieved if someone was
able to help in organizing/
supervising in the kitchen for
those meals for which we’re
solely responsible (two dinners
and two breakfasts).
Please contact Ruth if you think
you can help with any of them
and she can tell you exactly
what that entails.

Baby Basics
We are currently
serving our Baby
Basics families in
the hall, as the lounge is
occupied this summer with
Discovery Corner kids and
teachers. Our number of
families has stabilized at 18
and we don’t expect any

babies leaving the program
until late fall, so are currently
holding off on adding any new
names to our already very
long waiting list. However, our
wonderful donation of diapers
from the National Diaper Bank
is close to being depleted, so
we are still very appreciative
of both cash and diaper
donations (size 5-6 are most

needed). If you would like to
donate, money designated for
“Non-diaper fund” allows us to
also purchase baby wipes
periodically
(our
bylaws
stipulate that all money not
otherwise specified goes 100%
to diapers), which we then
distribute once each quarter
and
our
families
really
appreciate them!
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For the most updated, printable calendar and event information, go to: TroyNorthminster.com

August 2018

Northminster
Presbyterian Church
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3633 W. Big Beaver Road
Troy, MI 48084
TroyNorthminster.com
PHONE:
(248) 644-5920
E-MAIL:
office@troynorthminster.com
Our Facebook page is
Northminster Presbyterian
Church – Troy
and our private friends group is
Northminster Troy

PASTOR:
Neeta R. Nichols
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR:
Suzanne Joy
MUSIC DIRECTOR:
Dr. Brandon Ulrich

About Our Church…
Our core purpose is to
love God and our
neighbors as we seek to
understand, respect and
celebrate our differences.

In recognizing Christ’s
calling to treat others as

we desire to be treated,
Northminster Presbyterian
Church welcomes all
people, regardless of
sexual orientation, color,
gender, religion, age,
politics, social or
economic class, ethnicity,
nationality or disability.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
3633 W. Big Beaver Rd
Troy, MI 48084

Newsletter for August 2018

Luanne Fisher
16100 Haggerty Rd, Rm #115
Plymouth, MI 48170

We value all members of
the community. We
consciously strive to
create an environment of
mutual respect, hospitality
and warmth in which none
are strangers and all may
flourish.

